"Always keeping in mind that we speak of the harmlessly fast, I think not. Clever women come more closely in touch with men, and make their influence more directly felt. They could do more were they not too often handicapped by bearing the undeserved reputation of ' fastness.' " " Then it appears to me that were clever women to confine themselves to their own sphere they could do more than you think they do by going outside it," put in Mrs. '' Has anything happened, papa ?" she enquired as she met him on her way through the drawing-room.
"Your aunt is very ill. Don't go in to her just now,'' he added as he saw her look towards the door.
The grave anxiety of her father's face warned Kate that this was not the time to ask questions ; she returned to her own room and sat down behind the purdah to wait.
From time to time she could hear moans from Mrs. Brent's room, but she knew that she would best serve the patient by obeying her father's instructions not to go into the room, and restrained her anxiety as best she could. Presently the sound of horses' hoofs and the rumble of wheels told her that whoever the gharry had been sent for was coming in all haste, and a moment later Dr. Anson 
